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FBI agent's testimony implicates headquarters brass in social media censorship

Elvis Chan estimated social media companies took censorship action 50% of the time when FBI asked.

By John Solomon

https://justthenews.com/john-solomon


 

An FBI agent's testimony in a freedom of speech case confirms that the bureau ran an operation during the 2020 election that requested social media companies remove content as
disinformation, suggesting the government’s requests succeeded about half of the time and were conducted with a "headquarter stamp of approval."

Elvis Chan, the FBI assistant special agent in charge of the Cyber Branch in San Francisco, told lawyers for the Missouri and Louisiana attorneys general in a lawsuit over social media
censorship that he supervised a "command post" in his home city that helped the nationwide disinformation censorship operation function in fall 2020.

He described a sprawling operation that at time enlisted the help of FBI field offices around the country, federal prosecutors, and FBI and Justice Department lawyers before his unit would
make the final request to social media to block content deemed by the operation to be disinformation or in violation of each company’s term of service.

"We would receive some responses from the social media companies," he recalled. "I remember in some cases they would relay that they had taken down the posts. In other cases, they
would say that this did not violate their terms of service."

Chan's description, released as part of his deposition this week, was the most detailed to date of how extensive the FBI's censorship activities were during the 2020 election, raising
immediate flags among incoming House Republican committee chairmen worried the operation may have violated constitutional prohibitions on government infringing free speech.

You can read his full deposition here:

File

elvis-chan-deposition.pdf

Several lawmakers interviewed Wednesday by Just the News said they were troubled to learn of the scope of the operation and FBI headquarters' significant role in it.

"Should be very concerning to everyone who cares about the First Amendment, who cares about civil liberties," Rep. James Comer (R-Ky.), the incoming chairman of the House
Oversight Committee, told the "Just the News, No Noise" television show. "This is wrong."

Comer said the censorship machine described by Chan not only raised civil liberty issues, it also raised concerns the FBI had meddled in the election to the benefit of one political party,
an activity he believes should be outlawed as part a revision he is proposing to the Hatch Act.

"This should be a violation of the Hatch Act," Comer said. "Apparently, there's a loophole in the Hatch Act that doesn't impact social media. We're going to change that legislation next
year."

Chan's name surfaced earlier this year in reports acknowledging he had regular conversations with social media companies, prompting Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt and
Louisiana Attorney General Jeff Landry to seek his deposition. The two attorneys general also revealed in court filings they learned Chan and one his of FBI colleagues involved in the
operation also made small dollar donations to Democratic candidates in 2020.

But the release of Chan's deposition Tuesday evening opened a much larger window into just how involved the FBI's censorship efforts were.

While the agent confirmed he succeeded frequently in getting social posts removed from sites, he said he was not aware of any FBI involvement in the most famous censorship episode
of the 2020 election — the blocking of the Hunter Biden laptop story in October 2020.

Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg has suggested his platform blocked the story as disinformation at the urging of the FBI.

Chan said his unit made no such request and that the Hunter Biden issue was never raised in government meetings he attended with officials from Homeland Security's Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency and the social platforms. Hunter Biden came up only one time when a Facebook executive asked whether the FBI had a probe of the future president's son
and agents declined to answer the question, he said.

"Hunter Biden was not — in my recollection, Hunter Biden was not referred to in any of the CISA USG-industry meetings," Chan testified.

"From my recollection, one meeting with Facebook after the regular agenda had been completed, one of the Facebook analysts asked if the FBI had any information they could share
about the Hunter Biden investigation," Chan added. "To that I recall [attending FBI official] Ms. Dehmlow saying that the FBI had no comment."

He later added, "I was confident that I was not a party to any meeting with social media companies where Hunter Biden was discussed outside of the one incident that I told you about."

But Chan confirmed in the greatest detail yet that the FBI ran a sprawling operation during the fall 2020 election that daily investigated claims of election disinformation and routinely
requested that internet and social media companies block the content.

Chan acknowledged he himself did a podcast interview where he encouraged Americans to report election disinformation to the FBI or Justice Department and then described how
complaints were processed, first with FBI analysts, then escalated to field offices for further investigation, sent to headquarters for approval and then relayed to social media companies
when headquarters approved.

"I believe that all these tips are reviewed by an intake analyst, either an FBI employee or an FBI contractor," he testified. "And then I believe they have certain levels of predication where
they would keep sending it higher — higher up the chain."

Using a hypothetical example, Chan said if analysts determined a disinformation allegation warranted further investigation they might send a request for investigative help to the FBI's St.
Louis office and the U.S. Attorney's office in the city.

"The investigators in the St. Louis office along with the U.S. Attorney's Office would determine if that is something that should be sent to FBI headquarters," he explained. "And then that
would be sent to FBI headquarters and there would be an FBI OGC attorney as well as a DOJ public integrity attorney along with, you know, another FBI official.

"They would all look at it and say, 'Yes, we believe that this should be sent to FBI San Francisco.' So by the time it's reached us, there's already been what I will characterize as an FBI
headquarter stamp of approval."

Asked how frequently his unit succeeded in getting posts blocked, Chan testified: "I would not say it was 100 percent success rate. If I had to characterize it, I would say it was like a 50
percent success rate. But that's just from my recollection."

Chan's operation was in addition to a separate censorship operation carried out by a private consortium known as the Election Integrity Partnership that worked closely with CISA and a
State Department office. That operation, sanctioned by the federal agencies, targeted more than 20 news organizations, including Just the News, two dozen conservative influencers and
22 million social media posts, the group has admitted.

New Twitter owner Elon Musk has begun releasing internal files showing the extensive efforts his platform engaged in to censor American speech, including the Hunter Biden laptop story.
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And the growing portrait of government-sanctioned censorship has begun to trouble even some Democrats, like Rep. Ro Khanna and former U.S. Sen Bob Torricelli, who told the John
Solomon Reports podcast last week that he is disillusioned that the very institutions America has relied upon for decades to guard free speech have now become its most fervent
censors.

"It's troubling, and I don't know how we get out of it," Torricelli said. "And the odd thing about it is the very institutions which have been the safeguard of American free thought and speech
— American universities, think tanks, the media — are the worst offenders.

FBI Agent’s Testimony Implicates Headquarters Brass In Social Media Censorship…

Report: Justice Department Probed Tara Reade’s Twitter After She Alleged Biden Assault…

PBS: Media Losing ‘Gatekeeping Powers’ Results In Demise Of Democracy…

Elon Musk Confirms Data May Have Been HIDDEN And DELETED From The Twitter Files…

Jack Dorsey Calls On Elon Musk To Make ‘Everything Public Now’…

"We've entered in this period of American history where the range of permissible thought and speech has so narrowed that if you depart from it at all you are, you're labeled, you are
censored, and you are silenced. It's incredibly dangerous. But who would have believed the Founding Fathers would have been astounded that at a point in history, American free thought
and speech was challenged. And it didn't come from a foreign adversary. It didn't come from a radical political movement. It came from our own institutions."
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Comer said censorship is going to be a priority investigation for multiple House committees when Republicans take over the House in January.

"I can assure you, that's going to be a priority for both the House Oversight Committee, the House Judiciary Committee, and probably the Intelligence Committee,"he told Just the News.
"We're going to do everything we can to hold people accountable, because there's no excuse for what the FBI has done with respect to limiting speech, especially the laptop story."

https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/3618137-fbi-says-it-routinely-notifies-social-media-companies-of-potential-threats-following-zuckerberg-rogan-podcast/ 

FBI says it 'routinely notifies' social media companies of potential ...

Aug 27, 2022 ... The FBI said that it “routinely notifies” private sector entities, including social media companies, of information related to potential ...

https://www.fbi.gov/news/fbi-social-media-sites 

FBI Social Media Sites

FBI Social Media Sites · The FBI launched its presence in social media in 2008. Today, we have more than 70 separate pages or sites. · Facebook · FBI (May 2009).
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FBI agents monitor social media. As domestic threats rise, the ...

Sep 1, 2022 ... The FBI's SOMEX team, which sits within the agency's National Threat Operations Center in Clarksburg, West Virginia, receives and investigates ...

https://www.fox13now.com/news/technology/fbi-working-with-social-media-companies-to-stop-the-spread-of-misinformation 

FBI working with social media companies to stop the spread ... - Fox 13

Sep 27, 2020 ... Social media can be a great tool to help us all connect, but now misinformation is giving it a bad reputation. Now social media companies are ...

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/04/05/fbi-is-spending-millions-social-media-tracking-software/ 

The FBI is spending millions on social media tracking software

Apr 5, 2022 ... Now, the FBI is doubling down on tracking social media posts, spending millions of dollars on thousands of licenses to powerful social media ...
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Lawmakers demand data about online threats against law ...

Aug 19, 2022 ... The lawmakers sent letters Friday to the executives of eight social media companies, including Facebook parent company Meta and the fringe right ...
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FBI, DHS, Meta, TikTok aren't adequately addressing the threat of ...

Nov 16, 2022 ... FBI, DHS and social media firms like Meta, TikTok aren't adequately addressing threat of domestic extremists, Senate report says · Senate report ...
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https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/social-media-companies-prioritizing-profit-harmful-content-senate/story?id=93360057 

Social media companies prioritizing profit over harmful content

Nov 16, 2022 ... U.S. social media companies are prioritizing making a profit over taking down harmful rhetoric that leads to violent extremists perpetuating ...

https://www.yahoo.com/video/fbi-met-weekly-big-tech-165722017.html 

FBI met weekly with Big Tech ahead of the 2020 election, agent ...

6 days ago ... That suit accuses high-ranking government officials of working with giant social media companies "under the guise of combating misinformation" ...
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Do the FBI monitor people's social media activity and online posts ...

Sep 4, 2022 ... The FBI told USA TODAY that the FBI “can conduct almost unlimited monitoring of public-facing social media, as long as it's doing so for law ...
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